Examples of PLAAFP, Baseline Date

 and Goals for an IEP

(from the 2008 Kansas Special Education Process Handbook)
Examples of PLAAFP Statements (previously referred to as Present Levels of Performance):
Example of Current Academic Achievement and Functional Performance:
Jeremiah is a 9 year old fourth grade student with average ability, whose achievement testing shows relative strength in reading and weakness in math.  Jeremiah is reading at grade level and has good comprehension.  He likes to read and he also enjoys science activities.  His most recent CBM testing showed that he read 111 words per minute, which is at the 65 percentile on local norms.  Math CBM testing showed that he scored 9 digits correct in a two minute timing, which is at the 17 percentile on district fourth grade norms.  Mom reports that he brings home assignments requiring reading, but he forgets his math homework.

Example of Impact of Exceptionality:
Jeremiah has difficulty paying attention during class time.  His inability to stay on task and follow directions is negatively affecting his classroom performance.  When asked to begin work, he often looks around as if he does not know what to do.  Observations indicate he often looks to peers for directions, rather than attending to the teacher.  This occurs in both classes that he likes and in those that he does not like.  When the teacher goes to him to provide individual help, he refuses help and insists he understands what to do, but then he often completes the assignments incorrectly.
Jeremiah also needs to work on staying in his personal space and not invading others’ personal space.  This is exhibited when he swings a backpack or his arms around in a crowded room or while walking down the hall.  Observations of Jeremiah show this is also an issue during games in PE class and in unstructured activities during recess, such as playing tag.  He is unable to appropriately interact with others.  He sometimes stands very close to other students, squaring up to them, in a posture that is intimidating to younger students, and challenging to those his own age.  He has also been observed to inappropriately touch other students.  These behaviors have been problematic during special out-of-school activities, and Jeremiah has not been allowed to attend the last two field trips, because of the severity of problems on earlier field trips.

Example of Baseline Data:
Teachers estimate that Jeremiah inappropriately invades other’s space at least 50% of the time during unstructured activities.  Observations using interval recording indicate that during recess he invaded others’ space (using defined behavioral criteria) during 70% of the observation intervals.  During classroom time, he was out of his seat and inappropriately close to another student during 35% of the observation intervals.  Total off-task behavior during classroom observation was 60% of observed intervals.

Other Examples of PLAAFP Statements (previously referred to as Present Levels of Performance):
Example of Current Academic Achievement and Functional Performance:
In his general education 8th grade math classroom, Mike is currently turning gin about half of his assignments, and only about a third of those assignments are completed.  Accuracy of his turned-in work fluctuates markedly.  Because of his poor assignment completion, Mike received a mid-quarter failing warning letter.  Mike’s completion of assignments in other curricular areas is not a concern.
Example of Impact of Exceptionality:
Stephanie, a third grader, when given a sixth grade-level mixed math operations probe that includes fractions, decimals, and percents, is able to correctly solve 87% of all problems presented.  This means that Stephanie is approximately 3 years ahead of her typical third grade peers in math calculation.  In areas of math other than calculation, Stephanie has mastered most of the fourth grade but very few of the fifth grade math standards.  She is not yet able to solve one-step equations with one variable and she is not yet able to use function tables to model algebraic relationships.  She has learned to make one but not two transformations in the area of geometry.  In probability, she has not yet learned how to use fractions to represent the probability of an event.

Example of Baseline Data:
Todd, a fourth grader, currently reads 85 words per minute with 5 errors when given a first semester, second grade-level passage.  According to district norms, Todd is reading at the 5th percentile for fourth graders in the fall.

How do Present Levels and Baseline Data help create a measureable goal?
There is a direct relationship between the measureable annual goal, baseline data and the needs identified in the PLAAFPs.  Because the PLAAFPs are baseline data for the development of measurable annual goals, the same criteria used in establishing the PLAAFPs must also be used in setting the annual goal.


Example PLAAFP with Goal and Benchmark/Objectives:
PLAAFP:  Jennifer uses the BIGmack switch or step by step when it is presented, but she uses these devices only with adults, and not with her peers.  She requires physical prompting to use the devices at least 90% of the time.  She does not acknowledge the presence of peer communicative partners in an observable manner. 

Measurable Annual Goal:
Within 36 educational weeks, Jennifer will acknowledge the presence of a peer communicative partner as evidenced by gestures, changes in body position, or vocalizations, and participate in a familiar structured turn-taking communicative routine with physical prompting in at least one school setting.

Benchmarks:
1. In 9 instructional weeks, when joined by a peer, Jennifer will acknowledge the presence of a peer communicative partner as evidenced by gestures, changes in body position, or vocalizations.

2. In 18 instructional weeks, when joined by a peer, Jennifer will acknowledge the presence of a peer communicative partner as evidenced by gestures, changes in body position, or vocalizations, and will participate in a structured turn-taking activity with a peer when physically prompted by an adult.

3. In 27 instructional weeks, while participating in a familiar, structured turn-taking activity with a peer, Jennifer will recognize when it is appropriate to take her turn and respond to this opportunity as evidenced by gestures, changes in body position, vocalizations, or actions, and by activating a voice-output device at the appropriate time with physical prompts from an adult.
Another Example PLAAFP with Goal and Benchmark/Objectives: 

(for student taking the Kansas Alternate Assessment)
PLAAFP:  Jennifer has significant difficulty with motor strength and endurance.  Currently, Jennifer is able to sit in a classroom chair while engaged in a classroom activity for only 4 minutes.

Measurable Annual Goal:
In 36 instructional weeks, Jennifer will sit in a classroom chair for 20 minutes while engaged in a classroom activity.

Short-Term Objectives:
1. In 9 instructional weeks, Jennifer will sit in a classroom chair for 8 minutes while engaged in a classroom activity.

2. In 18 instructional weeks, Jennifer will sit in a classroom chair for 12 minutes while engaged in a classroom activity.

3. In 27 instructional weeks, Jennifer will sit in a classroom chair for 16 minutes while engaged in a classroom activity.
Measurable Annual Goal


In 36 weeks, Todd will read 120 words per minute with 0 errors when given a second semester, second grade level passage. 








Baseline Data from PLAAFP


Currently reads 85 words per minute with 5 errors when given a first semester, second grade-level passage





Identified Need from PLAAFP


Todd, a 4th grader, is reading at the 5th percentile based on district 4th grade norms.








