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Teacher goal for this
month:

Utilize best practice

Exceptional Programs for

Exceptional Learners
Monthly Newsletter

Get the Most Bang for Your Buck-Part 2: Phonics

The October newsletter
discussed the research
conducted by the National
Reading Panel. That research
around the five big areas of
reading has impacted the
Kansas State Standards and
should be effecting the
instruction you as teachers
provide to your students.

Phonemic Awareness was the
first big area of reading that
was discussed in the October
newsletter and in the Put
Reading First: The Research
Building Blocks for Teaching
Children to Read. Phonics is
the second essential area of
reading.

“Phonics instruction teaches
children the relationships
between the letters of written
language and the individual
sounds of spoken language. It
uses these relationships to
read and write words.”

Best practice related to
phonics instruction:

e  Systematic and explicit
phonics instruction is more
effective than non-
systematic or no phonics
instruction. Systematic
and explicit instruction is
the “direct teaching of a
set of letter-sound
relationships in a clearly
defined sequence.”

® |s most effective when
introduced early.

®  Phonics instruction should
not be an entire reading
program for beginning
readers. Phonics is only
one of the five big areas
of reading.

Good phonics instruction
(direct and systematic)
improves word recognition
and spelling, improves
reading comprehension, and
is particularly beneficial for
children who are having
difficulty learning to read and
who are

at risk for developing future
reading problems.

Phonics Progress Monitoring
tools are:

DIBELS Letter Naming Fluency*

DIBELS Nonsense Word
Fluency*

AIMS web Letter Naming
Fluency*

AIMS web Letter Sound
Fluency

AIMS web Nonsense Word
Fluency

Kansas Reading Academy
Quick Phonics Screener

Phonics Diagnostic Tools:
Words Their Way Inventories
The Nonsense Word Test*
*Items can be found in Progress

Monitoring notebook compiled
by Tri-County team.
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